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Outline

ÅResponse process for hazardous 

events

ïWhy is this important?

ÅEffective planning

ïWhat are the weather hazards?

ïHuman Resources

ïPhysical Resources

ïContinuity of Operations



The Response Process



Parsons Co. ïRoanoke, IL
Hazardous Weather Safety Plan



PLANNING

ÅOwnerôs prior experience 

with a tornado

ÅConcrete/steel reinforced 

shelters (3) for 240,000 ft
2

ÅEmergency Response Team

ïFormal severe weather safety 

plan was formed

ïSemi-annual tornado drills

Parsons Co. ïRoanoke, IL
Hazardous Weather Safety Plan



PRACTICE

ÅTornado drills twice each 
year

ïDrills were timed and 
evaluated

ïñSweepingò technique 
practiced

ÅCompany weather 
spotters trained

ÅCommunications tested

Parsons Co. ïRoanoke, IL
Hazardous Weather Safety Plan



MONITOR

Å Monitor NOAA Weather Radio

ī Take next step upon receipt of 

Severe Thunderstorm or

Tornado Warnings

Å Notify ERT Coordinator

ī Company weather spotters 

activated

Parsons Co. ïRoanoke, IL
Hazardous Weather Safety Plan



ACT

Å If a threat is confirmed, an 

announcement is made on company 

PA system to move to shelters

Å Employees go to designated 

shelters immediately

īSupervisors ñsweepò facility to verify 

all people in and around building are 

sheltered

Parsons Co. ïRoanoke, IL
Hazardous Weather Safety Plan



ï Employees go to designated shelters

Parsons Co. ïRoanoke, IL
Hazardous Weather Safety Plan



ACT

Å Supervisors are the last 

to go to the shelters

Å Stay in the shelter until 

the ñAll Clearò is given 

by the ERT Coordinator

Parsons Co. ïRoanoke, IL
Hazardous Weather Safety Plan



July 13, 2004  

ñThe Parsons Company 

plan is put to the testéò



Timeline of 7/13/04

Å2:29 P.M. CDT ïLincoln, IL 

NWS office issues a 

Severe Thunderstorm 

Warning

Å2:30 P.M. CDT ïParsons 

accounting department 

notifies the ERT



Timeline of 7/13/04

Å2:33 P.M. CDT ï

Parsons spotters 

see a funnel cloud 

forming 5 miles 

west-northwest of 

the facility



Timeline of 7/13/04

Å2:34 P.M. CDT  

ïParsons ERT notifies front office to 

make the shelter announcement on 

the PA system. 

ïNWS Lincoln issues a Tornado 

Warning for Woodford county. 

ïA tornado develops.



2:34 P.M. CDT

Photos by Jason Malson

2:35 P.M. CDT



Photo by Steve Smedley

2:36 P.M. CDT



Photo by Scott Smith

2:37 P.M. CDT



Timeline of 7/13/04

Å2:38 P.M. CDT  

ïParsons supervisors finish 

ñsweepingò the facility. Everyone is 

accounted for. Total number of people 

present ï150.

Å2:40 P.M. CDT

ïThe last supervisor (ERT Coordinator) 

goes to shelter. 



Photo by Sam Bertschi

2:40 P.M. CDT



Picture courtesy of Scott Smith ð

500 yards west of Parsons Co.

2:41 P.M. CDT



Parsons Company ïBefore the tornado



Parsons Company ïafter the F4 tornado

Photo by Peoria Journal -Star
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Impact of tornado at Parsons

ÅFacility destroyed

ïNWS damage assessment

ÅTornado rated F4 at the Parsons Co.

Wind estimate: nearly 200 mph

ÅCenter of ¼ mile wide tornado passed 

through the ñnorth buildingò of the 

Parsons Co.

ÅNO Injuries

ÅNO Fatalities



What you can do to 
protect your most 

valuable asset �±your 
employees!!


